
GEP A1 – C1 EXAMS DESCRIPTION



GEP (Global English Proficiency) English 
exams, levels A1 to C1, is a line of English 
proficiency exams designed strictly under 
the guidelines of the Common European 
Framework of Reference for languages. 
Each GEP English online examination is 
designed for easy deployment at educatio-
nal institutions and organizations around 
the world. 

While other English language proficiency 
tests are later adaptations, all GEP exams 
were built from the ground up under the 
guidelines of the Common European Fra-
mework of Reference for Languages. This 
means that tests results obtained by stu-
dents who take a GEP exam have a very 
high level of skill measurement reliability 
according to the rigorous standards set by 
the CEFR.



ACADEMIC GOALS

The GEP exams were developed by Global 
by a panel of academic experts and lin-
guists after many years of research. The 
GEP exam framework from inception has 
sought to facilitate online language testing 
to teaching institutions around the world, 
with the main objective to achieve an ac-
curate and affordable measurement of 
their students’ abilities in the English lan-
guage.

The principal methodological message of 
the CEFR is that language learning should 
be directed towards, enabling learners to 
act in real-life situations, expressing them-
selves and accomplishing tasks of different 
nature. Thus, the criteria established for as-
sessment in the GEP Exams is based on 
the communicative ability in real life, in re-
lation to a continuum of ability at every 
level of assessment (as determined by the 
GEP exams A1 through C1).
The ultimate goal of the online GEP exams 
is to help institutions measure the reliabili-
ty of their teaching programs in relation to 
the standards established by the CEFR.



CEFR ALIGNMENT

Since all GEP exams were developed from the ground up following the standards of 
the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, there is a one-to-one 
correlation between CEFR and GEP levels.

Since standardization requires work with descriptors of minimum competency levels, 
which reflect what a minimally competent candidate can do within each established 
competence level, these descriptors were selected and it was concluded that the ela-
borated items reflected an adequate level of minimum competence against these es-
tablished descriptors.  For students seeking to obtain the highest level of accuracy for 
each one of the core language skills, the GEP exams represent a one-stop solution to 
obtain an internationally valid language certification.



SKILLS TESTED

GEP English exams measure 5 main components of the English language lear-
ning process:

The proficiency levels are measured against realistic situations in everyday life, 
with the appropriate vocabulary, structure and language at all levels. The tests are 
based on familiar topics and focus on the skills necessary to communicate effecti-
vely in english.

•Language use

•Reading •Speaking •Writing

•Listening



GEP A1 ENGLISH EXAM

Level A1 is described by the CEFR as the 
lowest level of generative language.

The GEP A1 Exam tests the learner’s abi-
lity to interact in a simple way, ask and 
answer simple questions about them-
selves, where they live, people they 
know, and things they have.

The GEP A1 exam also tests a student’s 
capacity to initiate and respond to 
simple statements in areas of immedia-
te need or on very familiar topics.



GEP A1 EXAM- 
GRAMMAR TESTED

•Adjectives: common and demonstrative
•Adverbs of frequency
•Comparatives and superlatives
•Going to
•How much/how many and very common 
uncountable nouns
•I’d like
•Imperatives (+/-)
•Intensifiers - very basic
•Modals: can/can’t/could/couldn’t
•Past simple of “to be”
•Past Simple
•Possessive adjectives
•Possessive s
•Prepositions, common
•Prepositions of place
•Prepositions of time, including in/on/at
•Present continuous
•Present simple
•Pronouns: simple, personal
•Questions
•There is/are
•To be, including question+negatives
•Verb + ing: like/hate/love



GEP A1 EXAM- 
VOCABULARY TESTED

•Food and drink
•Nationalities and countries
•Personal information
•Things in the town, shops, and shopping
•Verbs – basic
•GEP A1 exam- Topics of Conversation 
tested
•Family life
•Hobbies and pastimes
•Holidays
•Leisure activities
•Shopping
•Work and jobs

In general, the GEP A1 exam tests the learner’s basic ability to communicate and ex-
change information in a simple way.

Example: the student can ask basic questions about menu items in a restaurant and 
understand simple answers.



GEP A2 ENGLISH EXAM

The GEP A2 exam tests the learner’s ge-
neral ability to deal with simple, straight-
forward information and begin to ex-
press himself in familiar contexts.

The GEP A2 exam determines the stu-
dent’s listening ability to understand 
phrases and expressions related to areas 
of immediate priority (e.g. very basic per-
sonal and family information, shopping, 
local geography, employment).

The GEP A2 exam also tests a student’s 
capacity to generally identify the topic of 
discussion around him and his ability to 
recognise when speakers agree and di-
sagree in a conversation.



GEP A2 EXAM-
GRAMMAR TESTED

•Adjectives – comparatives – use of than and definite article
•Adjectives use of definite article
•Adverbial phrases of time, place and frequency 
•Adverbs of frequency
•Articles  with countable and uncountable nouns
•Countables and Uncountables: much/many
•Future Time (will and going to)
•Gerunds    
•Going to
•Imperatives 
•Modals – have to – can/could – should
•Past continuous
•Past simple
•Phrasal verbs – common
•Possessives – use of ‘s, s’
•Prepositional phrases (place, time and movement)
•Prepositions of time: on/in/at
•Present continuous
•Present continuous for future
•Present perfect
•Questions
•Verb + ing/infinitive: like/
•want-would like
•Wh-questions in past
•Zero and 1st conditional



GEP A2 EXAM-
VOCABULARY TESTED

•Adjectives: personality, description, 
feelings
•Food and drink
•Things in the town, shops, and sho-
pping
•Travel and services
•GEP A2 Exam- Topics of Conversa-
tion tested
•Education
•Hobbies and pastimes
•Holidays
•Leisure activities
•Shopping
•Work and jobs

In general, the GEP A2 exam test the learner’s social functions like 
greeting people, asking how they are and handling very short 
social exchanges.

The GEP A2 exam also probes the ability of the learner to get out and about, asking 
for information and directions, making simple transactions in shops, post offices or 
banks, getting simple information about travel or using public transportation such 
as buses, trains, and taxis.



GEP B1 ENGLISH EXAM

The GEP B1 exam tests the student’s ability to maintain interactions with speakers 
and getting across what they want in various scenarios, following the main points 
of extended discussions around them and expressing their main ideas compre-
hensively.
The GEP B1 exam also examines the student's ability to cope with problems in 
everyday life, for example, routine situations on public transport arising when tra-
velling.

In general, the GEP B1 exam 
probes the students’ prepa-
redness to listen and unders-
tand straightforward conver-
sations about familiar matters 
regularly encountered at 
work, school, leisure, etc., as 
well as their ability to follow 
the main points of extended 
discussions around them.



•Adverbs
•Broader range of intensifiers such as 
too, enough
•Comparatives and superlatives
•Complex question tags
•Conditionals, 2nd, and 3rd
•Connecting words expressing cause 
and effect, contrast etc.
•Future continuous
•Modals - must/can’t deduction
•Modals – might, may, will, probably
•Modals – should have/might have/etc
•Modals: must/have to
•Past continuous
•Past perfect
•Past simple

•Past tense responses
•Phrasal verbs extended
•Present perfect continuous
•Present perfect/past simple
•Reported speech (range of tenses)
•Simple passive
•Wh- questions in the past
•Will and going to, for prediction
•GEP B1 exam- Vocabulary tested
•Collocation
•Colloquial language
•Things in the town, shops, and shop-
ping
•Travel and services
•GEP B1 exam- Topics of Conversa-
tion tested
•Books and literature
•Education
•Film
•Leisure activities
•Media
•News, lifestyles and current affairs
 

GEP B1 EXAM-
GRAMMAR TESTED



The GEP B2 exam tests the capaci-
ty of the students to understand 
standard spoken language on 
both familiar and unfamiliar topics 
normally encountered in personal, 
social, academic or vocational life.

The GEP B2 exam also probes the 
ability of the student to unders-
tand the main ideas of linguistica-
lly complex speech on both con-
crete and abstract topics as well as 
follow extended speech and com-
plex lines of argument.

GEP B2 ENGLISH EXAM



•Adjectives and Adverbs
•Future continuous
•Future perfect
•Future perfect continuous
•Mixed conditionals
•Modals – can’t have, needn’t have
•Modals of deduction and speculation
•Narrative tenses
•Passives
•Past perfect
•Past perfect continuous
•Phrasal verbs extended
•Relative clauses
•Reported speech
•Will and going to, for prediction
•Wish
•Would expressing habits, in the past
•GEP B2 exam- Vocabulary tested
•Collocation
•Colloquial language
•GEP B2 exam- Topics of Conversation 
tested
•Arts
•Books and literature
•Education
•Film
•Media
•News, lifestyles and current affairs

GEP B2 EXAM-
GRAMMAR TESTED

Students tested under the GEP B2 exam 
should be able to understand much of 
what is said around them, as well as 
identify the main reasons for and 
against an argument or idea in a discus-
sion conducted in clear standard 
speech. The GEP B2 Exam also tests the 
student’s ability to follow chronological 
sequence in extended and informal 
speech, e.g. in a short story.



The GEP C1 Exam tests the students’ 
ability to understand and follow ex-
tended speech on abstract or com-
plex topics as well as recognize a 
wide range of idiomatic expressions 
and colloquialisms.

Students who successfully pass the 
GEP C1 exam can follow extended 
speech even when it is not clearly 
structured and when relationships 
are only implied and not signaled 
explicitly.

GEP C1 ENGLISH EXAM



•Futures (revision)
•Inversion with negative adverbials
•Mixed conditionals in past, present, and 
future
•Modals in the past
•Narrative tenses for experience, incl. passive
•Passive forms
•Phrasal verbs
•Wish/if
•GEP C1 Exam- Vocabulary tested
•Approximating (vague language)
•Collocation
•Colloquial language
•Differentiated use of vocabulary
•Eliminating false friends
•Formal and informal registers
•Idiomatic expressions
•GEP C1 exam- Topics of Conversation tested
•Arts
•Books and literature
•Film
•Media
•News, lifestyles and current affairs
•Scientific Developments
•Technical and legal language

GEP C1 EXAM-
GRAMMAR TESTED

In general, the GEP C1 exam tests a stu-
dent’s ability to listen and easily follow 
complex interactions in group discus-
sions and debates, even on abstract, 
complex unfamiliar topics.

The student must be able to identify the 
attitude of each speaker in a discussion, 
digressions, and colloquialisms that are 
delivered at a natural speed.
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